Chapter 15. Minitext J: Maxims I.

In poetry as in prose, you need to be able to identify the subject, object and verb (including auxiliaries and
verbals) in any clause if you are to make sense of it. In the following extract from Maxims I, on the proper
conduct of a queen, bracket each clause and mark all subjects (S), objects (O), finite verbs (F) and verbals

V).

Cyning sceal mid ¢éape  cwene gebicgan,
bunum ond béagum;  bu sceolon Zrest
geofum god wesan.  Gud sceal in eorle,
wig geweaxan, ond wif gepéon

léof mid hyre léodum, leéohtmod wesan,
rune healdan, ramheort béon

mearum ond mapmum, meodorzdenne,
for gesidomaxgen  symle xghwer

eodor xpelinga  &rest gegrétan,

forman fulle  to fréan hond

ricene ger&can, ond him r&d witan

boldagendum  bzm @tsomne.



