Chapter 7. Preterite-present verbs

Since several preterite-present verbs (§§ 7.1.3, 7.6) survive in Modern
English, they tend to give beginning readers little trouble. Still, several Old
English preterite-presents do not survive, and there are differences of
meaning and usage between those that do survive and their Old English
ancestors. This exercise should make you somewhat better acquainted with
this odd class of verbs. For each of the following sentences, fill in the blanks
to supply the requested information about the verb in bold type (but leave
the blanks that do not apply); then translate the sentence. All of the verbs

for this exercise are in the indicative mood.

1.

Bringad me eal peet ge agon!
person number tense
I¢c ah byrnan and god sweord.
person number tense

Eadgar ahte manige preelas.
person number tense

I¢c geare can bisne creeft.

person number tense

Gé ne cudon mine spréece understandan.
person number tense

Se treowwyrhta deah pe pas healle getimbrode.
person number tense

Ne dear ic feohtan ongean pam entum.
person number tense

Ne dorste ic nan ding widcwedan.
person number tense



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

He geman pa ping pe i¢ him seede.
person number tense

Nan sceada ne maeg his madmas forstelan.’
person number tense
I¢c wene peaet bu meaht pisne man gehaelan.
person number tense

b&re halgan faemnan lichoma brosnian® ne meahte.
person number tense

God him geude peet he moste his fynd afyllan.
person number tense

I¢ mot sittan her on bence.

person number tense

Cyning sceal rice healdan.
person number tense

/Fl¢ man sceolde waer® béon wid his fynd.
person number tense
Deoflu sceolon on helle wunian.
person number tense

Ne pearf nan man wenan miltse fram pisum cyninge.
person number tense

Flfred cyning ude me bisses landes.
person number tense

1 forstelan: steal.
2 brosnian: decay.
3 weer: wary, prepared, on guard.



20. Pu wast mine gyltas and mine dysignyssa.*
person number tense

21. I¢ ne wat hweer pu eart.
person number tense

22. Se ceorl wisse peet his oxa hnitol®> waere.
person number tense

23. Hé wiste witodlice hwa hyne sceolde beleewan.®
person number tense

4 dysignyssa: follies.
5 hnitol: given to butting.
6 bel@wan: betray.



