Chapter 7. The Subjunctive

It’s easy to spot subjunctives when they differ from indicatives: the subjunc-
tive verb paradigm is always very simple (see table 7.2). But it is not always
easy to know what a subjunctive is doing or how to translate it, for Old
English often uses the subjunctive where Modern English uses the indica-
tive. Translate each of the following sentences, paying careful attention to
the subjunctive verbs (in bold type). Since subjunctives often come in com-
plex sentences, this is an advanced exercise.

1.

Hit wees gewitegod peet Crist on deere byrig Bethleem acenned
wurde.

Se laréow his hieremen' to betran life spon,? 8y lé&s hie mid eordlicre
sorge wurden gebundne.

Sy se man ofslaegen pe® 8l pine h&denan godas mid finde.

Gif 80 hwelcne creeft cunne, bega* pone georne.

béah de hie unlybban® drincen, hit him ne dered.

Wene gé peet gé meegen etwindan pissum repan wite?

Gif 80 earm weorde, gebenc peet du hit eade® gepolie.

Min hlaford het pe biddan peet pu cydde bis spell mannum.

B WN

hieremen: servants, hirelings.

spon: urged (an alternative past form of spanan).

Take mid with the relative pronoun and translate “with whom you . . .”

bega: In addition to the meanings given by the glossary for began, it can mean

“practice.”
5 unlybban: poison.
6 éade: In addition to the meaning for this adverb in the glossary, it can mean “willingly.”



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

bis gewrit cy® hu folces synna gebétte’ beon scylen.

Béon? gif hie mannan acwellad, cwelle hie man® hrade and ete man
peet hunig peet hie worhton.

Gif 60 wille godne hlisan habban, ne feegna du nanes yfeles.

ba odrie cempan hine scotodon'® mid hira stréelum o8 paet he waere
acweald.

I¢ 8é bebeode deet 00 beo gestrangod'' and ellenrof.

Ne beod ealle untrume for synnum geswencte, péah pe hie sume

beon.

Hit is mannum gepuht swelce seo sunne and pa tunglas gangen
westweard.'?

Past participle of (ge)betan.

Béon: bees (nominative).

Man is the subject of cwelle and hie the object.
scotodon: shot.

gestrangod: strengthened (i.e. strong)
westweard: towards the west.



