TEAM PROJECTS
N.B.  Some of the suggested topics are not included in the list for reasons such as these:

· scope of the topic suggests that it can be explored in an individual paper (e.g. rewriting of a story from a different characters perspective; comparison b/w different characters) 

· scope of the topic too broad for a class project (e.g. influence of writing techniques on child’s aesthetic sensibilities, emotion and spirituality)

· topic will be explored in class.

Please look carefully through the following list of topics (for details refer to individual descriptions below).  By Tuesday, 8 a.m., e-mail Prof. Bach bach@virginia.edu   your top 6 choices, including your ranking, topic number and title.) We will take your choices into account as we create 6 teams of 5 students.

Suggested topics

Adaptations

1. Spiritual journey in comic books (Charlotte)

2. Spiritual journeys in movie adaptations of young adult literature (Kelly, Kaitlin)
3. Adaptations of classic literature for the young adult reader (David)

4. Adaptations of religious literature for the young adult reader (Rachel)
History/Culture
5. Author studies: Influences of biography and history on authors such as E.B. White, C.S. Lewis (Courtney, Megan)

6. The history of (Western) children’s literature (Marguerite)

7. Spiritual Journeys in non-western young adult literature (Logan)
Genre (Nonfiction/ Realism)
8. Spiritual journeys in non-fiction (e.g. diaries) for young adults (Diana)

9. Spiritual journeys in realistic fiction (Kendel)
10. Spiritual journeys in popular series for young adults (e.g. Boxcar Children, Hardy Boys) (Gabriel)

Topics
11. Symbolism in young adult literature (Allison)

12. Adult themes in young adult literature (Michele)
13. The use of animals in young adult literature (Claire)
14. The use of magic in young adult literature (Lauren, Kaitlin)
15. Assuming the child’s perspective/Young adults authors who write for young adults  (Sarah, Nikola)
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	Ideas for Team Projects 
posted by: djb4d (Dorothe Juliane Bach ) 



Posted: Wed, Aug 23 at 04:04:00 EDT 
In preparation for your Team Project, look carefully through the syllabus as you consider these questions: What's missing? What other issues/topics should be included in a college course such as this? What are your reasons for wanting to including these topics?

To post your suggestions, click on the reply button and type your resonse to the questions above (or copy & paste if you drafted in word). If you copy & paste from a word document, you might have to go back and fix some of the formatting.






There are 25 replies to this message. 

	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: ceh4f ( Charlotte Elizabeth Howell )
	


	Posted: Tue, Aug 29 at 07:09:50 EDT

	Since the 1930s, the medium of comic books has been one of the most popular avenues for young adult fiction. Comic books were originally aimed exclusively at young adult males, but over the years they have become popular among young and old alike. Moreover, comic books and graphic novels often explore issues inherent in the spiritual journey--the nature of responsibility, the influence of the past, and the particular young adult challenge of being different from everyone else. Therefore, a suggested addition to the course would be a brief exploration into the realm of the comics, and a suggestion for primary source material on this subject is "The Amazing Spider-Man: Happy Birthday."

Charlotte Howell



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: kim5f ( Kelly Irene McElwee )
	


	Posted: Tue, Aug 29 at 10:56:59 EDT

	Though this is a class based on young adult literature, several of the books have been made into movies. It might be useful to make these films an addition to the class (maybe just parts of the films instead of the entire thing) to examine how the spiritual journey of the book differs from that of the movie. Sometimes the makers of the film further illuminate the spiritual journey of the book’s characters, while sometimes they change it dramatically. It might also be helpful to discuss why the film’s creators chose either of these paths, and about how society at the time the movie is made might impact the producer’s decision. 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: amm8k ( Allison Marie Murphy )
	


	Posted: Tue, Aug 29 at 11:19:42 EDT

	Rather than propose an entirely independent new topic, I think there is a crucial aspect of all the texts which deserves exploration: names & naming. From titles of books to characters, the names included in these texts are full of useful symbolism waiting to be uncovered. Perhaps this means exploring the meaning of various colors (the white witch, the golden compass, little red riding hood, etc.) included in names. Perhaps it means understanding the roots of the names (the Arables, for instance, are farmers, and “arable” land is land fertile for planting). Perhaps it means exploring why a book is named for a particular character or a particular event (is Charlotte really the focus of Charlotte’s Web? What significance does the idea of being called “neverending” from the get-go have on the story as a whole?) Overall, there is vast allegorical potential in this topic, contributing to our understanding of the spiritual journey.
-Allison Murphy



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: dnm5c ( Diana Nicole McMullen )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 08:54:33 EDT

	Nonfiction has always been a favorite of mine and has played a huge role in my own spiritual journey. It helps give a more literal interpretation of important issues which children may find easier to relate to and incorporate into their own lives. Issues such as racism and ethnic and religious prejudices are often the main themes, and while teaching us how see everyone as an equal it also teaches us how to cope with injustices and more importantly how to to stand up for ourselves. Some suggestions are of course, Anne Frank, and Zlasta's Diary. For the purposes of the class it would be better to just use excerpts instead of the full text.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: meu9x ( Michelle Eileen Unterbrink )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 05:27:45 EDT

	I would be really interested in exploring the treatment of “adult” themes in these works. In particular, I would like to examine the treatment of taboo (sexuality, extreme violence, etc.) subjects in children’s literature. Some authors seem to ignore them completely, while some address them explicitly. Why do different authors choose to address or ignore these issues? Do they even have a place in children’s literature? What is the effect of more adult themes on the “spiritual journey” presented in a given work?



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: klr6b ( Kendel Lauren Rogers )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 05:51:20 EDT

	Following the train of thought that Professor Ochs started at the end of last class, how the "messiness" of life is transformed into narratives, lead me to realize that much of the literature for this course is from the fantasy realm of young adult literature, whereas much of the literature of our generation's childhood and young adult years has been in the genre of realism. I propose to explore this realism, which often makes issues of drugs, sex, and violence, and death hyper-prominent. Some of the major questions include whether or not these stories are meant to be read as guide-books for adolescent behavior, or whether they are simply adult author's attempts at reaching out to a disaffected generation, and how just how these "realistic" themes work and the different ways in which they may be consumed.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: gbg2d ( Gabriel Benjamin Germanow )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 06:37:45 EDT

	I remember when I was younger I used to read a ton of books in series, like the Boxcar Children, Hardy Boys, and on occasion even the Babysitters Club. I think by reading a few books from one series students might gain an even greater appreciation for how the literary characters of their youth do/do not develop over the course of a fictional series.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: smy3c ( Sarah Mitchell Yates )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 09:15:59 EDT

	I would like to discuss something that may not seem apparent, and I'm not even sure how it would be addressed. All of the books on our syllabus (unless I'm sorely mistaken) are written by adults FOR children. Yet within the books, the adult writers seem to empathize with children rather than adults (think of many of the asides made in Charlotte's Web, also of such books as Le Petit Prince, sadly not on our syllabus). In what ways is an adult writer's assumption of a voice in children's literature false? In what ways is it coercive / moralistic (think of CS Lewis' moral assertions in the Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe)? Can adults ever properly enter a child's world/imagination? How do we as a society address this issue, if at all? What are children's perceptions of this phenomenon? I'm not really sure how to go about this beyond noticing it, since children probably won't write literature of their own... suggestions would be welcome though.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: rhh5k ( Rachel Helen Hinson )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 09:47:26 EDT

	I would like to read and discuss stories directly from a religious text. When I was younger, my parents used to read me stories from the Bible about “Daniel and the Lion’s Den” or “Noah’s Ark”. I learned a lot and came to treasure these stories. I would like to explore other peoples’ religious stories. What kinds of stories are Jewish or Buddhist children raised on? Do most of the stories have a universal meaning or do they only pertain to that specific religion? Do we travel the same types of spiritual journeys? 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: cbs9a ( Courtney Brawner Smoot )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 10:05:46 EDT

	It is inherent that an author's historical background will influence his or her literary work to some extent or degree. Therefore, it would be very interesting to analyze how various authors incorporated (either conciously or subconciously) their own experiences in the books that we will read for this class.

One of the areas in an author's biography that could be explored could is the period in which the book was written. For example, both "Charlotte's Web" and "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" were written around the end of World War II and the start of the Cold War. I am curious to see to what extent the topics of unneccessary and uncontrollable death (for Wilbur) and battles against good and evil (in Narnia) were influenced by the events like the threat of a merciless death by the atom bomb and the war itself.

Other areas to be explored could be the authors' own childhood memories and hardships, as well as the cultural, economic and political circumstances that surrounded them during their own spiritual journeys. It struck me as odd that the most important characters in White's novel were all loners lacking a community.

It would be beneficial for the class to discover, either in a class setting or as a possible homework assignment, the biography of an author and to draw parrallels to the book. Doing so would provide the class with a broader understanding of the book and help students to make educated guesses concerning the themes and symbolism in the books. This is especially important for a class in which religion is discussed, because it is hard not to impose one's own views and beliefs onto subjects with many possible meanings.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: mld4f ( Marguerite Lee Devoll )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 10:18:08 EDT

	I think one thing that would be interesting to study would be changes in children's and young adult literature over time. We in our modern society have a very different idea of how children should behave and when they should start growing up. THis may have to include even non-fiction works that discuss the life of children when literacy was extremely low (like pre-public schools). I think this also could be compared with the age of the characters in the novels and what is expected of them. For instance, I found it slightly weird that Mrs. Arable wanted her 8 yr old daughter to go on a Ferris Wheel with a boy. It wasn't until I got to college that my own mother started loosening up about dating and even now she thinks I am too young to be in a deeply committed relationship even though I am a 4th year. I just think it would be interesting to see how different time periods approach children's literture and spiritual development.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: dha6w ( Damin Hayes Altizer )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 10:39:25 EDT

	Though we have the journal assignments where we can relate one book to another, I think it would be beneficial to have some sort of paper or project where we compare and contrast the spiritual journeys of a character from each book. This comparison would allow us to explore the various forms the spiritual journey can take and also how the spiritual journey is unique to each person/character. 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: scw7u ( Sorelle C. Williams )
	


	Posted: Wed, Aug 30 at 11:00:50 EDT

	In so many childhood books, the main character’s parents are rarely discussed. I would like to look more closely at how a child’s spiritual journey is affected by their relationship with their parents. Many of the children are abandoned or else separate themselves from any authority figure. In Charlotte’s Web, Fern chose to separate herself from her parents, however in the Lion, the Witch and Wardrobe the children were abandoned by their parents, but they had each other. Does a child have to have either a parental figure or a strong peer group to be able to go through a spiritual journey?



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: leo6b ( Logan Elizabeth Oyler )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 12:08:46 EDT

	I think it would be interesting to study young adult and children's literature from across cultures. The majority of the books we're reading are from the Western perspective and it would be interesting to compare American children's books to those of cultures entirely different from our own. What does a spiritual journey look like in other religions and backgrounds? And how significant is a person's background to the universal development of a child into an adult? 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: egc2v ( Ellen Grace Carey )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 12:49:27 EDT

	I think that it would be interesting to study the difference and interaction between emotion and spirituality in these books that we will be studying and even in general. Can one be spiritual and emotionless? Is belief mere emotion? I think that this topic would have implications to daily life as well. 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: cpw5z ( Christian Pierre-Louis West )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 12:59:38 EDT

	I think it would be great to examine the stories from different perspectives than they are written. Such as, how would Charlotte's Web be different if the character of Fern was written as a male or would the dynamic of the Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe change if Aslan was a mouse instead a dominant lion. I think this would help us examine how we us a society, including the authors, fall into socially-constructed gender and power roles which are then transferred through this literature to children.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: mlh8k ( Megan Leigh Hyler )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 01:10:22 EDT

	One of the reasons why I most wanted to take this course was to study the difference between children's literature and the "classics" that so many college courses are about. We spend so much time in college analyzing serious works, picking apart every detail, and I think children's literature manages to portray the same struggles, the same battles, but in a much less pretentious (?) manner. Perhaps it would be interesting to research certain authors and consider why they chose to write in the genre of children's literature. 



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: cfm2k ( Claire Francine Moran )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 01:26:57 EDT

	I think one of the most fascinating and engaging aspects of children’s literature is the worlds in which the stories take place. The nature of the imaginary worlds or alternate universes where incredible and magical things can take place is essential to engaging young and old readers. The settings of the stories we are studying are certainly worth a closer look, and an analysis of the similarities and differences between them could be very enlightening (talking animals, magic and enchantments, clear distinctions between good and evil...)



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: hbt2d ( Hannah Buffett Trible )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 01:59:15 EDT

	I would like to examine the writing techniques employed by authors of children's and young adult literature. I believe that the writing in children's and young adult literature exhibits a particular air of clarity and truth. How is this effect carefully wrought by authors seeking to reach children? How does the writing of an author like C.S. Lewis change with his audience? What is different about the way in which children's literature is written, and why does this difference exist? Structurally, how do authors use the medium of children's and young adult literature to try and introduce ideas to young people that are of central importance to both childhood and adulthood?

I would like to study the writing (language, grammar, sentence structure, chapter organization, etc.) in children's literature in order to answer the question of how the same work could be captivating for both children and adults, not only thematically, but also in a literary sense. Although this may be hard to research, I would like to examine the ways in which the reading of children's literature at a young age might improve a child's sense of what good writing sounds and feels like. What do children learn about language and written communication from their earliest exposure to books? What do they learn about life, and how are authors able to relay these important, broad concepts? 

I think that all of these questions are useful for a critical college course, especially from the English perspective. It is useful for us to research and discover how the important messages of children's literature are communicated.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: nej8q ( Nikola Elizabeth Juris )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 09:53:12 EDT

	Authors of children's literature intrigue me--I believe it was Professor Oaks that stated how amazing it was that they could be adults and yet still delve into the world of children in their writings and Sarah notes it in her post. What I am interested in are the actual "children" who write literature themselves. Two authors that I remember from my childhood were S.E. Hinton and Amelia Atwater-Rhodes, both of whom were barely older than the audiences they were writing for. Such writers must clearly be precocious individuals--does this prevent them from capturing the essence of youth? On the other hand, does this make them the only true qualified "young adult" writers? I would be interested in exploring young adults who write for young adults because I believe there are many more than we give them credit for. In order for our course to be complete, in addition to reading literature for young adults, we should also touch on literature by young adults.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: zgb2u ( Zachary Gibbons Barrett )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 12:39:00 EDT

	I think a good topic for a team project would be a comparison of some of the main characters from the books we're reading. For example, the idea of Dr. Dorian in Charlotte's Web and the professor in The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe having similar mannerisms and attitudes. An exploration of how these characters or even the heroic characters would be beneficial in grasping some of the main themes from these spiritual journeys.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: cfm2k ( Claire Francine Moran )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 01:49:09 EDT

	I think a fun team project would be to look closer at the use of animals in children's literature. Almost all of the stories we're looking at this semester have talking animals of some sort, and I think it could be really interesting to compare stereotypical uses and characterizations of animals. Some are predictable enough, like the vicious wolves in The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe, or sneaky Templeton in Charlotte's web. There are many examples to chose from, and the positive portrayal of a spider is surprising enough to warrant its own analysis. We could even look at how the animals behave; they talk but who can hear them? Do all animals talk, or only some? Do they walk upright or wear clothes? Do they behave more like people or animals, and what is the significance of such behavior? Basically, I would be interested in looking at the different uses of animals in children's lit, and how they can facilitate the spiritual journeys of the story's hero/ heroine.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: lak7x ( Lauren Amanda Knotts )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 05:06:29 EDT

	I think it would be interesting to look more closely at and compare the use of magic, or lack of, in chilren's books. What does the magic really symbolize? Why can everything unbelievable or miraculous in children's books be attributed to magic and children will not question it? How does magic affect the spiritual journey?



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: kgd3b ( Kaitlin Gallagher Duff )
	


	Posted: Thu, Aug 31 at 05:48:25 EDT

	I think it would be interesting to discuss how charachters are portrayed differently in the same book and movie. Also, I think the idea of exploring magic in most books would be interesting, and also discussing why the author choses to use magic in his/her book.



	


	Re: Ideas for Team Projects
posted by: dln2e ( David Lee Newsome )
	


	Posted: Fri, Sep 1 at 09:41:18 EDT

	Most children's literature is original material written for a certain age group. However, there is a substantial portion of children and young adult literature which consists of books readjusted for children. For example, John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progess was re-written by Helen Taylor as Little Pilgrim's Progess, and there is a whole series of "Illustrated Classics." Are the children's books just abridged, or are they more thoroughly altered? If they are abridged, what is left out? If they are altered, what is added? By comparing the original literature to that made for children, one could see more directly what sets children's books apart from "standard" literature and how authors target children specifically.
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