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The Declaration of Independence

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any Form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.  Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of government  The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having indirect object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws . . . 

He has refused his Assent to Laws . . . 

He has forbidden his Government to pass laws . . . 

He has refused to pass other Laws . . .

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, . . .

He has dissolved Representative Houses . . . 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected . . .

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States . . .

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice . . .

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, . . .

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, . . .

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies . . . 

He has affected to render the military independent . . .

He has combined with others . . 

He has abdicated Government here, . . 

He has plundered our seas, . . .

He is at this time transporting large Armies . . .

He has constrained our fellow Citizens . . 

He has excited domestic insurrections . . .

[several more accusations follow]

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:  Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.  A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.  Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren.  We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.  We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here.  We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence.  They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.  We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce , and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.  And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Where to Locate The Parts of Argument

Matching Argument Structure to Text Structure

Imagine you had an argument with the following parts:

Claim (C)

Reason #1 (R1)

Body of Evidence #1 (E1)

Reason # 2 (R2)

Body of Evidence #2 (E2)

Reason #3 (R3)

Body of Evidence #3 (E3)

Reason #4 (R4)

Body of Evidence #4 (E4)

Warrant Covering the Claim (WC)

Warrant Covering Reason #1 (WR1)

Warrant Covering Reason #3 (WR3)

A&R Related to Claim (A&R-C)

A&R Related to E2 (A&R-E2)

A&R Related to R3 (A&R-R3)

The charts on the next page begin mapping typical options for arranging these components. Complete these boxes by matching the remaining parts of argument to some of the places they might occur in a well-formed text.

Where to Locate The Parts of Argument

Match the Core Argument Structure to the Text Structure
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Match the Core Argument Structure to the Text Structure
Locate Warrants near the Claim or Reason whose support they guarantee.

If you expect readers to accept a warrant without a supporting argument, locate it before its related claim or reason.

If you intend to support a warrant with a sub-argument, locate it after its related claim or reason but before you develop the support for that claim or reason.

If you are using a familiar warrant to emphasize a claim, put it at the end of the text unit as a Coda.

Locate Acknowledgement & Response where readers are likely to think of the question you acknowledge.

If you intend to dismiss an objection or alternative view quickly, mention it briefly before you develop your own position.

If you know readers expect you to take a position different from the one you will take, acknowledge it and explain why you do not accept it before you develop your own position.

If you know readers will have serious objections that you must address, you have three options:

(1) acknowledge and rebut them as soon as they become relevant to your own argument; 

(2) acknowledge each objection as soon as it becomes relevant to your argument, but rebut all of them after you have developed your own position;

(3) acknowledge at the start that readers will have objections you do not specify, and wait until after you have developed your own position to acknowledge and rebut specific ones.
Anchoring and the Consistency Principle
Estimate the percentage of monthly fuel savings achieved by the average household in each of the following situations. 

A. An interviewer visits families who heat their homes with natural gas, reviews some conservation tips with them, and then asks them to try to conserve gas. They all agree to try. A month later, their gas consumption is checked at the meter. Compared to families that were not contacted, what percentage of fuel savings is achieved by the families in the experimental group? 

B. An interviewer visits families who heat their homes with natural gas, reviews some conservation tips with them, and then asks them to try to conserve gas. Those residents agreeing to save fuel are promised that their names will be published in the paper as energy-conscious citizens. They all agree to try. Compared to families that were not contacted, what percentage of fuel savings is achieved by the families in the experimental group?12.2% savings
C. An interviewer visits families who heat their homes with natural gas, reviews some conservation tips with them, and then asks them to try to conserve gas. Those residents agreeing to save fuel are promised that their names will be published in the paper as energy-conscious citizens. They all agree to try. After one month, researchers mail a letter to each family explaining that, due to a budget snafu, their names won't be published in the paper. Compared to families that were never contacted about increased conservation, what percentage of fuel savings is achieved by the families in the experimental group?15.5% savings
Additional Trigger Features of Persuasion. . .
The Photocopier Effect

A. A researcher asks to be let ahead in the photocopier line in a university library. She asks, "Excuse me. I have five pages. May I use the Xerox machine?" Of those people asked, how many allow her to go first?

B.  A researcher asks to be let ahead in the photocopier line in a university library. She asks, "Excuse me. I have five pages. May I use the Xerox machine because I'm in a rush?" Of those people asked, how many allow her to go first?

C. A researcher asks to be let ahead in the photocopier line in a university library. She asks, "Excuse me. I have five pages. May I use the Xerox machine because I have to make some copies?" Of those people asked, how many allow her to go first?

The Contrast Principle

Imagine you work on commission at a busy men's clothing store. Which of the following is the better strategy? 

A. Before trying to sell the customer a $500 suit, first outfit him with a $70 shirt, $35 tie, and other accessories.

B. First get the customer to commit to the $500 suit, then sell him the accessories.

Social Proof

If you were driving down Route 29 after hurricane Isabelle, you undoubtedly encountered some out-of-commission traffic lights. According to the Virginia motor vehicle code, what should drivers do when arriving at a non-functioning traffic signal? What did you do? Why?

Unexamined Warrants

The owner of a southwestern boutique is having no luck selling one particular line of turquoise jewelry, even though the pieces are well made for the price, and store traffic is brisk during tourist season. After trying some standard gambits to move the pieces, she jots a note instructing her store manager to offer the jewelry at 1/2 price. Misreading the scrawled note, the manager doubles the marked price. What happens to sales? Why?

Risks versus Dangers

Consider the following scenario proposed by mathematician Samuel Saunders: 

Roughly 30M packs of cigarettes are sold daily. Imagine that cigarettes are non-carcinogenic; however, one cigarette in every 18,250 packs is stuffed with dynamite and explodes when smoked, killing the smoker. Under these conditions, we would almost certainly ban the product. However, the resulting 1600 deaths per day is the same to be expected from normal smoking. 

How do you explain why we would be quick to ban exploding cigarettes while we don't ban carcinogenic ones?
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