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This case concerns one seller, two buyers, two loans, but only one boat.  Plaintiff, a buyer, sues Gulf Coast Marina, the seller, to recover his down payment, interest paid on his loan, and other costs associated with his attempt to purchase an eighteen-foot inboard motor boat from Gulf Coast Marina.

Section 352-eee of the General Business Law concerns the conversion of buildings to co-operative or condominium ownership in the City of New York.   Subdivisions of this section exempt handicapped persons from both eviction and unconscionable rental increases.   Eligibility for such exemption is determined in accordance with subdivision 4 of the section which reads as follows:  “4.  Any offeror who disputes the election by a person to be an eligible handicapped person must apply to the attorney general within thirty days of the receipt of the election forms for a determination by the attorney general of such person’s eligibility.   The attorney general shall, within thirty days thereafter and upon reasonable notice to the offeror and the person making the election and an opportunity to be heard, issue his determination of eligibility.  The foregoing shall be the sole method for determining a dispute as to whether a person is an eligible senior citizen or an eligible handicapped person.  The determination of the attorney general shall be reviewable only through a proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules, which must be commenced within thirty days after such determination becomes final.”

1a.
The Appellate Division of the Court of Common Pleas held that where defendant which rendered computer services to plaintiff and which received fee from plaintiff for finding an attorney subsequently employed by plaintiff for only about eight weeks, was not paid by the attorney, did not solicit the public at large for business and procured the attorney only as an incident to its main service to plaintiff, defendant was not an employment agency and thus it was not necessary that defendant obtain an employment agency license and defendant was not required to refund part of its fee pursuant to such statutes.

1b.
In a case before the Appellate Division of the Court of Common Pleas, defendant rendered computer services to plaintiff and  received a fee from plaintiff for finding an attorney who was subsequently employed by plaintiff for only about eight weeks. The Court held that because defendant was not paid by the attorney, did not solicit the public at large for business and procured the attorney only as an incident to its main service to plaintiff, defendant was not an employment agency and thus it was not required to obtain an employment agency license or to refund part of its fee pursuant to such statutes.

2a.
It therefore seems evident that the SEC meant to establish a two-level materiality test, the first level of which enveloped all proceedings which could be generically grouped with the second level selecting out economically material proceedings and requiring the same individual description (including relief sought) as for other material legal proceedings.

2b.
It therefore seem evident that the SEC meant to establish a two-level materiality test:  the first level groups all generically related; and the second level selects out economically material proceedings and requires for them the same individual description (including relief sought) that is required for other material legal proceedings.

3a.
What appears to have been contemplated when the education article was adopted at the 1894 Constitutional Convention was a statewide system assuring minimal acceptable facilities and services in contrast to the unsystematic delivery of instruction then in existence within the state.

3b.
When in 1894 the Constitutional Convention adopted the education article, it appears to have intended not the unsystematic delivery of instruction that then existed within the state, but a statewide system assuring minimal acceptable facilities and services.

The Problem of Long Sentences

Long sentences can be both hard to read and misleading.  Long sentences are hard to read when the reader has to juggle a lot of grammatical structure at the same time that he or she is trying to extract the meaning behind the grammatical structure.  This usually happens when the sentence has a very long subject or when something comes between the subject and the verb:

SUBJECT

«The settled rule that all aspects of a controversy

should be determined at a single proceeding and the

fact that both the law and chancery divisions have

concurrent jurisdictions»
VERB



are helpful to our position.

SUBJECT


This knowledge


«while not definitive in regard to the assumption


of condonation in regard to the acts which constituted


just cause for dismissal»
VERB



is damaging to the case.

In both cases, you will help the reader if you get a short subject right next to a specific verb:



«Our position» «is helped by» the settled rule that . . . .



While not definitive . . . dismissal, «this knowledge» «is damaging to the case.»

The other reasons long sentences can confuse a reader are that 



(1)
they do not give the reader enough topics to make it clear 




what you are specifically focusing on, 



(2)
they do not let you emphasize often enough what you think 




is important, and



(3)
they will often swallow up whatever single idea you want 




to make your Main Point.

1a.
The Appellate Division of the Court of Common Pleas held that where defendant which rendered computer services to plaintiff and which received fee from plaintiff for finding an attorney subsequently employed by plaintiff for only about eight weeks, was not paid by the attorney, did not solicit the public at large for business and procured the attorney only as an incident to its main service to plaintiff, defendant was not an employment agency and thus it was not necessary that defendant obtain an employment agency license and defendant was not required to refund part of its fee pursuant to such statutes.

1b.
In CASE before the Appellate Division of the Court of Common Pleas,



defendant 
rendered computer services to plaintiff




                and  




received a fee from plaintiff 




                          for finding an attorney 




                                                         who   was subsequently employed by plaintiff  

                                                                                                        for only about eight weeks.


The Court held that because



defendant 
was not paid by the attorney, 




did not solicit the public at large for business 




              and 




procured the attorney only as an incident to its main service to plaintiff,



defendant 
was not an employment agency 




         and thus 



it 
was not required to obtain an employment agency license 




         or 




to refund part of its fee pursuant to such statutes.

2a.
It therefore seems evident that 



the SEC meant to establish a two-level materiality test, 




the first level of which           enveloped          all proceedings 

                                                                                                    
         which could be generically grouped 




with the second level           selecting out         economically material proceedings 

                                                                           and 

                                                                       
            requiring                 the same individual description

                                                                                                                       (including relief sought)  



                                                                 as for                        other material legal proceedings.

2b.
It therefore seem evident that 


the SEC meant to establish a two-level materiality test:  



the first level
groups 
all generically related proceedings;  



         and 



the second level 
selects out 
economically material proceedings 






and 

 



requires 
for them 


the same individual description 


(including relief sought) 


that 





is required 
for other material legal proceedings.

3a.
What appears to have been contemplated 



when the education article was adopted at the 1894 Constitutional Convention 


was 
a statewide system 




            assuring           minimal acceptable facilities  

                                                                                                      and 

                                                                                                   services 


in contrast to the unsystematic delivery of instruction then in existence within the state.

3b.
When in 1894 


the Constitutional Convention 
adopted the education article, 


it
appears to have intended 


not
the unsystematic delivery of instruction 



that 
then existed within the state, 


but 
a statewide system 




assuring minimal acceptable          facilities 





and 





services.

On Coordination

We coordinate parts of sentences when we join them rhetorically and syntactically with and, but, or, nor, yet, etc.   When these coordinated parts of sentences contain lexical and syntactic parallels, readers find it easier to follow the ideas expressed in the sentence.   When this lexical and syntactic parallelism is carried to an extreme, readers often perceive it as the mark of a rhetorical, occasionally an elegant style.

For example,

But
when the legislature proceeds to impose on that officer other duties,


when he is directed peremptorily to perform certain acts,


when the rights of individuals are dependent on the performance of those acts

he
is so far the officer of the law


is amenable to the laws for his conduct,



 
and

cannot at his discretion sport away the vested rights of others.

Another example,

But
if 
so far from being an intrusion into the secrets of the cabinet



it respects 
a paper



which according to law is upon record




                 and




to a copy of which the law gives the right,




      on the payment of ten cents,


if
it be no intermeddling with    a subject,




               over    which the executive can be considered




                                                              as having exercised control,

what is there in the exalted station of the officer


which    shall bar a citizen from asserting in a court of justice his legal rights,

                              or
                      shall forbid a court     to listen to the claim

                                                                               or
                                                           to issue a mandamus

                                                                    directing the performance of a duty




                                                   not depending   on   executive discretion




                                                     but                    




                                                                            on  particular acts of congress

          

                                                                                              and

                         
                                                                               the general principles of law.

Now if Nature should intermit her course and leave altogether, though it were but for a while, the observation of her own laws; if those principal and mother elements of the world whereof all things in this lower world are made, should lose the qualities which they now have; if the frame of that heavenly arch erected over our heads should loosen and dissolve itself; if celestial spheres should forget their wonted motion and by irregular volubility turn themselves any way as it might happen; if the prince of the lights of heaven, who now as a giant doth run his unwearied course, should, as it were, through a languishing faintness, begin to stand and to rest himself; if the moon should wander from her beaten way, the times and seasons of the year blend themselves by disordered and confused mixture, the winds breathe out their last gasp, the clouds yield no rains, the earth be defeated of heavenly influence, the fruits of the earth pine away as children at the withered breast of their mother no longer able to yield them relief: — what would become of man himself, which these things now do all serve.


Richard Hooker, The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity

Now 

if 
Nature 
should 
intermit her course 





        and 





leave altogether, though it were but for a 



             while, the observation of her 




                           own laws;

if 
those principal and mother elements


of the world whereof all things in this 


lower world are made, 
should 
lose the qualities which they now have; 

if 
the frame of that heavenly arch 


erected over our heads 
should 
loosen 




       
   and 





dissolve itself; 

if 
celestial spheres 
should 
forget their wonted motion 




        
       and    by irregular volubility 



 

turn themselves any way as it 




                          might happen; 

if 
the prince of the lights of heaven, 


who now as a giant doth run his 


unwearied course, 
should,  as it were, through a languishing faintness,





begin to stand 





       and 





to rest himself; 

if 
the moon 
should 
wander from her beaten way, 


the times and seasons of the year 

blend themselves by disordered 





                                 and 





                            confused mixture, 
the winds 

breathe out their last gasp, 


the clouds 

yield no rains, 


the earth 

be defeated of heavenly influence, 


the fruits of the earth 

pine away as children at the withered 





           breast of their mother no longer





           able to yield them relief: — 

what would become of man himself, 

                                        which these things now do all serve.

Second Inaugural Address


1Fellow-countrymen:  At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential office, there is less occasion for an extended address than there was at the first.  2Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of a course to be pursued, seemed fitting and proper.  3Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented.  4The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all.  5With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.


6On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil war.7All dreaded it — all sought to avert it.  8While the inaugural address was being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war — seeking to dissolve the Union, and divide effects, by negotiation.  9Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish.  10And the war came.

11One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in the southern part of it.  12These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. 13All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war.  14To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it.  15Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has already attained.  16Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease.  17Each looked for an easier triumph and a result less fundamental and astounding. 18Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes his aid against the other.  19It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of  other men’s faces; but let us judge not, that we be not judged.  20The prayers of both could not be answered — that of neither has been answered fully.  21The Almighty has His own purposes.  22”Woe unto the world because of offenses!  for it must needs be that offenses come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh.”  23If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him?  24Fondly do we hope — fervently do we pray — that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away.  25Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondman’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, “The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.”  26With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan — to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations.

The Almighty has his own purposes.   “Woe unto the world because of offenses!  for it 

must needs be that offenses come;  but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh.”

If we shall suppose 


that American slavery is 
one of those offenses 



which in the providence of God, 
must needs come, 



      but 



which, having continued through 



                     his appointed time, 
he now wills to remove, 


         and 


that he gives to both    North


                                                  and 

                                                              South 
this terrible war, 



as the woe due to those 
by whom 




the offense came, 

shall we discern therein 


any departure from those divine attributes 


                                    which the believers in a living God always ascribe to him?

Fondly do we hope — 

fervently do we pray —  
that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away.   

Yet, if God wills 
that it 
continue 


until all the wealth 




piled by the bondsman’s two hundred



and fifty years of unrequited toil 
shall be sunk, 



and 


until every drop of blood 
drawn with the lash 
shall be paid 


                     by another 
drawn with the sword, 

as was said three thousand years ago, 

so still it must be said, 


“The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.” 


With malice toward none;  


with charity for all;  


with firmness in the right, 


       as God gives us 

  
               to see the right, 



let us strive on 


to finish 
the work we are in;  


to bind up 
the nation’s wounds;  


to care 
for him 



     who shall have borne the battle, 


            and 



for   his widow 



           and 



         his orphan —


to do 
all 





                                      achieve                  a just




which may                  and                          and        peace





                                      cherish                  lasting

among ourselves,


and 


with all nations.
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