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Research Proposal

For my research paper, I would like to explore the topic of American intervention in the Dominican Republic in 1965 as a reflection of political attitudes regarding America’s stance in the world, concern over the threat of global communism, and as a tool used by Lyndon Johnson to gain support for initiatives in Vietnam.  I plan use the Dominican Republic as a case study to examine whether the United States viewed itself as a superpower with a global responsibility to protect the world against the spread of Communism, or whether Latin America was viewed less as a crucial domino than a lever by which more prominent goals in Vietnam could be achieved.  In order to fully grasp the question and the situation, I will also look at U.S.- Soviet relations and U.S. – China relations to understand how great the threat of Communism was in the mid-1960s.  The Dominican Republic seems to represent a slightly different point of view than Vietnam: large numbers of troops had yet to be committed, so a changing relationship with the major Communist Powers could have effected the scale on which the United States became involved.  Various historians have described the intervention as a blunder, a brilliant gambit,  and a response to fear.  I plan to examine each of these points of view fully to determine what motivated the actions that were taken. 

To understand more fully why the United States intervened with a force of 42,000 troops for over a year, I also want to look at the Cuban-Missile crisis and relations with Cuba in general to determine whether other events in Latin America had a major impact on the perception of the Dominican Republic and the actions taken there.  I will track United States-Latin American relations in general through such initiatives as the Alliance for Progress and the Organization of American States.  I will use the tapes to analyze the administration and advisor’s thoughts on the action.  As my research progresses, I expect to answer some of these questions and focus more specifically on the intervention in the Dominican Republic as a reflection (or anomaly) of other foreign affairs and relations of the decade.  

In researching thus far, I have identified a number of sources that should prove useful to my work.
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Several web site also provided helpful information:

The CIA website has declassified its documents regarding the “Cuban Missile Crisis” and in addition has a chapter on “Into Politics with Kennedy and Johnson”.   

CSPAN.org contains descriptions of tape conversations that will be useful (I have not yet listened to any of the tapes).

The American Presidency Project web sight (www.presidency.ucsb.edu) contains speeches that Johnson gave announcing the actions he was taking to the public, announcing new agreements and initiatives, and explaining recent orders and initiatives. 

I will also be looking at popular magazines, newspapers, and periodicals of the times, such as Newsweek and Time magazine, to assess how widely the intervention in the Dominican Republic was reported and what the general feelings of the public were towards it. 

