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At the moment, my paper topic is a bit broad, but will be narrowed more and more as I research.  As of right now, my main focus is searching for Lyndon Johnson’s different approaches toward urban issues, and how and why these approaches changed over his presidency.  One of the big issues I would really like to incorporate within the idea of urban issues is the suburbanization that began specifically after World War Two and continued during the Johnson years.  Was suburbanization detrimental to the War on Poverty or was the War on Poverty actually allowing some to retreat from the inner cities to the suburbs, leaving those who could not leave the inner cities in a situation worse than they had been in before?  One of the books I intend to utilize for background information on the suburbanization of America will be Crabgrass Frontier, by Kenneth Jackson.  


As Johnson’s administration progressed, it also seems as if the function of the Great Society shifted more from a proactive program seeking to better the situation of the poor and downtrodden, to a program attempting to merely address the violence in the cities and keep the peace.  An important book that addresses the problems of race and inequality that caused violence in the inner cities is The Origins of the Urban Crisis, by David Sugrue.  In addition, I think it will be vital to compare Johnson’s ideas and policies pre-1964 and post-1964.  The Kerner Report deals explicitly with identifying urban problems and should shed some light on this topic.  In addition, Johnson’s public papers should also shed light on urban matters of the Great Society, specifically his 1964 housing policy.  


Finally, I would like to research the possibility of defining transportation’s role in the Great Society and its effects, both intended and unintended.  Johnson specifically speaks about “a road in West Virginia” in a number of instances, and I feel transportation is something that could possibly turn up some interesting results.  For example, the Area Redevelopment Administration, many feel, strayed from its intended role of anti-poverty in Appalachia to merely a road-building project.  Does this have to do anything with the shift in function and policy in the Great Society over the course of the Johnson administration’s time in office? 


Overall, I would like to examine how suburbanization affected the Great Society, view how Johnson’s policies attempted to deal with the problems of the inner city, and study the effects so-called policy changes had on the Great Society’s role and the inner city’s problems.  

