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In an attempt to research and understand Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration in a deeper way, I plan to investigate July of 1965. This month, being in many ways a pinnacle of Johnson’s presidency, demanded him to address and resolve a host of significant issues. Specifically, I am intrigued by the convergence of Johnson’s domestic and foreign agenda during this era. Focusing on two issues which intensified in July of 1965, escalation in Vietnam and the passage of the Voting Rights Act, I plan to analyze Johnson’s decisions throughout the month and how each issue impacted the other. I will focus my analysis around Johnson’s perspective of the colliding issues, as well as how and why he approached these distinct issues with circumspection. Because of the significant nature of the two issues, there is a wealth of material available for research; therefore, I plan to utilize various resources in my analysis of Johnson during July of 1965.  

Naturally, the Johnson’s phone recordings for the month of July will be extremely helpful in telling the story. Furthermore, I plan to utilize various primary and secondary sources in the analysis. My initial resource list includes:

a) Irwing and Debi Unger, LBJ: A Life.
b) Lyndon Baines Johnson, The Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency 1963-1969.

c) Gary Hess. Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf.

d) Fredrick Logevall, Fredrick. The Origins of the Vietnam War.
e) Garth E. Pauley, The Modern Presidency and Civil Rights.
f) David M. Barrett, Lyndon B. Johnson’s Vietnam Papers: A Documentary Collection.
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g) Irving Bernstein, Guns or Butter: The Presidency of Lyndon Johnson.

h) Michael H. Hunt, Lyndon Johnson’s War: America’s Cold War Crusade in Vietnam, 1945-1968.
i) Joseph A. Califano Jr., The Triumph and Tragedy of Lyndon Johnson. 
j) The New York Times: July 1965.

Using these materials, I hope to answer questions such as: 

a) How did the potential escalation in Vietnam affect Johnson’s domestic agenda?

b) How did the climate surrounding the Civil Rights Movement affect Johnson’s moves in the international arena?

c) If one did, what issue became more important to Johnson? Why?

d) If escalating the war in Vietnam meant dismantling his Great Society legislation, why did Johnson make that decision?

e) How did Johnson view the situation he had inherited? (both Civil Rights and Vietnam)

f) How did Johnson’s personality influence his decisions dealing with the Voting Rights legislation and escalation of the war in Vietnam? 

g) Did Johnson use either issue in order to gain popular support for the other? (For instance, did he use the fight for democracy at home with Civil Rights in order to create an obligation to contain communism in Vietnam.)

h) How did these two events evolve through July of 1965? How were they intertwined? How were they separate?

i) How did Johnson differentiate between his domestic agenda of Civil Rights and his perceived obligation to contain communism?

I look for these questions to provide a general guide to my research strategy; however, as I explore more extensively, I expect new trends and questions to arise. I anticipate that these questions and resources will provide a basis for further research as I progress through the topic of Lyndon Johnson’s handling of the passage of the Voting Rights Act and the potential escalation of the war in Vietnam. 

