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Research Proposal

The result of Lyndon Johnson’s unique personality upon the Johnson Administration has been a much debated topic over the past forty or so years.  Having assumed the Presidency following the assassination of John Kennedy in 1963, President Johnson’s relationship with the Kennedy family and Kennedy Administration aides was often strained.  I propose to research the relationship between President Johnson and the Kennedy family with a focus on Attorney General, Robert F. Kennedy, and how these relationships affected specific policy decisions within the Administration.


I am still in the beginning processes of researching this topic and thus have many broad questions which I hope to hone down with the goal of ultimately creating a focus on more specific issues.  The general issues which I have encountered as being obviously influenced by RFK are domestic issues such as Civil Rights and the Great Society, specifically the war on poverty.  


I hope to discover how the personalities of these two powerful men differed and both how and why they clashed.  Was it Johnson’s jealousy and disdain towards the New England liberal “Harvards?”  Was it Kennedy’s disappointment in seeing Johnson, a man he didn’t want nominated as the Vice Presidential candidate, occupying the office that he continually viewed as his brother’s?  Where did these men find common ground and where were they diametrically opposed?  Did Johnson allow his personal feelings for Kennedy affect the way he considered Kennedy’s advice?  I plan to start my research with these broad questions, acknowledging that many more questions will arise as the research process continues.  

There are a number of recorded conversations between Johnson and Kennedy and these primary sources will serve as the largest source for research on the dynamic between Johnson and Kennedy.  Other primary sources such as declassified memos between Johnson and Kennedy will allow me to discern what role Kennedy played in advising the President on certain issues.  In addition, the books Mutual Contempt by Jeff Shesol, Lyndon: An Oral Biography by Merle Miller, In His Steps: Lyndon Johnson and the Kennedy Mystique by Paul Henggeler will serve as useful secondary sources for the relationship between Kennedy and Johnson.  Finally, I plan on contacting the LBJ Library to seek any hard copies of information regarding both Johnson and Kennedy that may be relevant to my topic.

