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I plan to explore the topic of the 1964 presidential election.  My main goal is to see how Lyndon Johnson’s politics before the election were affected by his desire to win the election against Goldwater, and to win by a large margin


Seeing as I am most specifically only going to be looking at only the time period between November 1963 and November 1964, I want to delve into the upcoming election’s effects on a myriad of subjects:  Johnson’s policies on economics, civil rights, domestic and foreign relations, etc.  I specifically would like to see how his desire to win affected his relationships with other key political figures.  Who did he try to appear to be in a good relationship with, and who could be discarded for purposes of the election?


Currently, I am not as clear as I plan to be on the sources I would like to use.  I plan on using my Spring Break stuck at home to sort out my exact plan of action more specifically.  I know I am going to begin, however, by scouring all the sources we have from class that refer to the time period between November 1963 and November 1964.  I also want to highlight Johnson’s desire to win large from early in his career, as is noted in the Schulman book.  Next, I am going to sit down and listen to the conversations online in that time period, specifically looking first, for times that Johnson specifically mentions the election.  Secondly, I’m going to look at his conversations with key political figures in the time period.  I also plan on spending some time reading some general accounts of the election.  I have found a few websites with factual information on the election, and plan on finding some more detailed research, including documentation on what the Goldwater supporters have to say about Johnson’s campaigning.  While concentration on the time period before the election is going to be my main focus, I also want to look at Johnson’s Presidency after the election in some detail.  I think it will be interesting to see what policies he altered, abandoned, or adopted post-election.  An interesting example of this would be Johnson’s platform of limited involvement in Vietnam.  Also, I want to see how/if he maintains the same relationships with important political figures post-election.

