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I plan to investigate the influence of Congress (and that of certain representatives and senators) on the Johnson administration’s policy in Southeast Asia, focusing most intensely on the political climate surrounding the passage of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in August 1964.  

The questions I plan to consider while conducting research are as follows:  

· What was the Congressional feeling about American involvement in Vietnam when Johnson became president in November 1963?  Was it generally hawkish, dovish, or indifferent?  Was Vietnam a big Congressional issue?  Had Congress made a significant impact on Vietnam policy before Johnson’s presidency?  If so, when and how? 

· What factors or events shaped the opinions of congressmen regarding the Vietnam conflict in general and the administration’s policy in particular?  

· How did these opinions change throughout the 1960s, and how did congressmen react to events in Vietnam or initiatives from the administration?
· To what degree did President Johnson and his staff monitor debates in Congress regarding Vietnam?  To what extent did these debates influence policy?
· To what extent did Johnson consult Mike Mansfield, Richard Russell, and J. William Fulbright regarding Vietnam policy?  How did these congressional leaders (or others) influence either Johnson or the character of Congressional debate on Vietnam?
· What did members of Congress (and of the press as well) believe constituted the appropriate shape and extent of the president’s war powers? Did Johnson overstep the president’s foreign-policy role?  Did Congressional leaders ever consider revoking the Gulf of Tonkin resolution during Johnson’s presidency?
· What steps did Congress take to limit the administration’s autonomy in Vietnam policy?  To what degree did members of Congress publicly criticize or praise the administration’s policy?
I have begun my research using secondary sources to form broad answers to the above questions, to determine which are worthwhile to pursue further and which are not, and to form new questions that seem more important or interesting to answer.  These works include Fredrik Logevall’s Choosing War, Ezra Y. Siff’s Why the Senate Slept, and Barrett’s Uncertain Warriors.  I also plan to find and read Leslie Gelb and Richard Betts’s Irony of Vietnam, to which Barrett often refers.  

For primary sources, I plan to consult Barrett’s collection of LBJ Vietnam papers, the Congressional Record, the Congressional Quarterly Almanac, the National Security Archive online, the Oral History pages available online, the collection of MacGeorge Bundy’s memoranda, and, of course, the LBJ tapes.  I hope to find more sources as I continue with my research.     
