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Every politician must know how to handle different groups with different interests, all the time attempting to make everyone as happy as possible.  The more controversial and touchy the topic, the more each side will want to make sure that their views are the ones listened to and their policies enacted.  The civil rights era of the 1960’s is a prime example of this political force in action.  There were many factions: the black leaders, southern whites, student groups, politicians for and against civil rights legislation, and Lyndon Johnson had to deal with all of them, all while maintaining his own steadfast ideals about the ethics of civil rights.


For my paper I want to examine how Lyndon Johnson interacted with all these various groups, the rhetoric he uses to assuage a certain group who doesn’t approve of what he is doing versus the more candid and honest way that he addresses people who are more in line with his way of thinking.  Whether or not there are differences between how he interacts with the leaders, and how he interacts with his most trusted leaders.  I imagine that there are dozens and dozens of phone conversations alone where these differences, mannerisms and techniques can be spotted and observed, and I feel that a great deal could be learned about Johnson as a president and as a person by observing the ways that he handles all the opposing viewpoints.  I also imagine that Johnson’s personal viewpoints on the issues of civil rights have been articulated quite well throughout history, whether in his memoirs or historical records, and I would like to observe how these come into play during the heaviest months of the civil rights era.


Tapes will be an important part of this research, since they present the primary observable evidence as to how Johnson interacted with certain people.  Listening to a single days tapes from the civil rights era provides a multitude of different viewpoints and situations to analyze.  Other than tapes, I imagine that personal memoirs and firsthand accounts of the workings of the oval office will be the next most useful tool. 

