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Research Proposal


Many historians would agree that the Tet Offensive was a major turning point in the Vietnam War and in Lyndon Johnson’s presidency, as it shifted America’s perceptions of the war.  The media—both television news programs and newspapers—undeniably played some role in this.  Inspired by last week’s discussion, I intend to write my paper on Johnson’s relations with the media, concerning the Vietnam War.  I hope to narrow down the topic of Vietnam War to issues occurring later in Johnson’s administration—hopefully, by specifically focusing on the Tet Offensive.  Since most of the war’s events I will be covering do not correspond with the earlier dates for which we have recordings, I will using the Johnson recordings as background material, to give some indication of his relations with reporters, for better or for worse.


As I am just starting my research, I hope to answer and incorporate into my paper the following general questions:  What was Johnson’s relationship with the media?  How did media coverage of Vietnam progress, and how did it present the U.S. role?  When did public perception of the war change, and did the media play a significant role in this process?  

I just started researching the tapes at the Miller Center’s Scripps Library and have only listened to a few of  the tapes, both in order to get a feel for what recorded telephone conversations on this topic exist and to familiarize myself with the computer’s resource and media capabilities.  Taking Prof. Germany’s suggestion, I will listen to recordings particularly from late July 1964 (the Gulf of Tonkin Incident), February through March 1965 (when the first combat troops were sent to Vietnam), and July through December 1965 (as Johnson made the decision to send in more troops).  I will look for his conversations with press representatives, such as Marion Means—said to be Johnson’s favorite reporter, George Ready and Bill Moyers—both Press Secretaries of Johnson.    

I am undecided as to whether I will narrow my topic of the media down to exclusively television news or newspaper reports, but if possible, I hope to view some contemporary televised news footage.  Among my secondary sources, I will be reading: Kathleen J. Turner’s Lyndon Johnson’s Dual War: Vietnam & the Press and Daniel Hallin’s The Uncensored War: the Media and the Vietnam War.

