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Lady Bird and the Whistle Stop Campaign

As the focus of my research, I would like to examine the Whistle Stop Tour of 1964 that was led by Lady Bird Johnson. I intend to show how this one tour reflected her dynamic personality and her role as a first lady. Lady Bird is said to have been the most active and involved first lady of her time, even more so than Eleanor Roosevelt. She was a wife to the very hard-working, crude and passionate Lyndon Baines Johnson, a mother to Lucy and Lynda, an active environmentalist and a political campaigner among many other things. 


While it would be difficult to describe and analyze the many roles of Lady Bird in 25 pages, I intend to show through the detailed examination of this campaign trip the personality traits that made her dynamic and well-respected as a first lady. This may be difficult to tackle because it does seem very broad, but I expect once the rough draft gets rolling I will have a better grasp of where I can place this trip in her years as first lady. 


This topic will require me to examine Lady Bird’s life prior to her role as first lady. I plan to use a few biographies written by Louis L. Gould. I will also look at a few books examining the role of the first lady in general like First Ladies by Betty Boyd Caroli. After setting up her life I will examine her relationship with her husband and the activities she involved herself in as first lady. I will use tapes to show the relationship and daily interactions between the couple. I will also offer a brief examination of the general campaign of 1964. I will possibly use The Making of the President by Theodore Harold White and examine newspaper and/or journal articles. 

After setting the stage for the project I will then dive into the Whistle Stop Campaign. I want to know what drove Lady Bird to embark on this ambitious tour. I will examine the preparation for the tour and use tapes and her White House diary to examine any obstacles she encountered during the preparation. I will describe the Lady Bird Express, who traveled with her, the towns she traveled to, the crowds she attracted and how the press reacted to the tour. I will decipher the importance of this campaign and how the press reacted to the seriousness of it by examining what type of journalists traveled with her and the contents of the published articles. I will be using articles from Newsweek and U.S. News & World Report. I am eager to research and show how the towns reacted to this campaign tour, particularly after the Civil Rights Bill of 1964 that had only been passed a few months earlier. 

I have mentioned some resources that I plan to use. I also hope to be able to interview Lynda Bird Robb and discuss with her the role of her mother in the White House and the significance of this campaign trip (among other things). I am hoping to use some information from the LBJ library that will give me a better idea of the schedule and details of the trip. So far, I have been reading about Lady Bird in mini-biographies, sections of one-volume biographies and her White House diary. I have researched and found some very interesting articles from magazines concerning the tour. I am in the process of getting in touch with Lynda and have formed a list of questions to discuss with her. I have also come up with an outline of what questions I will answer and the order of the project. I hope to come across more resources that are not mentioned here as I deepen my research. 
