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Lyndon B. Johnson: A Political Force behind the Space Program Legacy


The United States of America has developed a deep fascination with outer space.  Through scientific and popular culture the U.S. space program has played an important role in the 20th Century and established a legendary history.  I want to research Lyndon B. Johnson’s involvement as a visible politician supporting the space program and NASA as a scientific project that would capture the imaginations of an entire nation.  I hope to learn how during the very chaotic period of LBJ’s political power, the space program made advancements above and beyond while competing with Vietnam, civil rights, and the Great Society within government and in the public eye.


I plan on structuring my paper into two main parts with the first section dealing with mostly undisputed facts about Johnson’s interactions with the space program, while the second section will focus on the more questionable issues of what was his exact affect on the program and how did the public view his role.  To begin with, I hope to give an overall depiction of Johnson’s involvement with the space program including the formation of NASA.  Also I want to use legislation, political commitments, and personal interests that involved LBJ during his time as a senator, the vice president, president, and in retirement.  The second section of my paper will focus on the differences between how Johnson perceived his role with the space program and how the public saw his involvement.  I would like to also include how astronauts and other political participants viewed Johnson, positively and/or negatively.

My initial resource list includes:

1) Joseph A. Califano Jr., The Triumph and Tragedy of Lyndon Johnson. 

2) Robert A. Divine, The Johnson Years: Vietnam, the Environment, and Science
3) Legislative Origins of the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958

4) Robert Dallek, Lyndon B. Johnson: Portrait of a President

5) Life, Time, and Look Magazines

6) White House Tapes

7) Robert A. Caro, Master of the Senate
8) Lady Bird Johnson, A White House Diary
9) Daily Diary Series, Lyndon B. Johnson Library. 
10) National Security Archive 
11) Proquest Historical Database
Questions to be considered:

1) How did Johnson receive positions, and eventually chair, on space-focused committees while in the Senate and as Vice President?

2) Did a controversy develop over LBJ’s decision to have NASA centralized in Houston, TX with many government jobs located there?

3) Was Johnson involved with JFK’s initiatives involving the space program? And if so, how?

4) What types of reactions developed to the space programs allocations from the national budget?

5) What strategies were used by LBJ and Lady Bird to improve public image using the space program?

6) How did popular culture perceive LBJ’s role in the success of the space program?

7) How did astronauts perceive Johnson and their interactions with him?

