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My research topic is Race and the War on Poverty. Broadly, I want to explore the role that race played in the War on Poverty. Lyndon Johnson dedicated much of his life and presidency to civil rights and to poverty, and it is of interest to me how these two topics related to each other. From preliminary research, it seems that Johnson saw civil rights as an integral part of his broader plans for a Great Society, and I would like to research how this played out in actual legislation and programs. 

Within this topic, there are several questions that I will use to guide me in drawing conclusions. How did Johnson see the relationship between civil rights and the War on Poverty? To what degree and how did Johnson involve civil rights leaders in the War on Poverty? Was the War on Poverty the “next step” for the Civil Rights Movement? How did the War on Poverty affect the Civil Rights Movement politically? How did the War on Poverty affect the lives of African Americans? What connections are there between Johnson’s War on Poverty and King’s Poor People’s Campaign? And, what were Johnson’s visions for the War on Poverty and for the Civil Rights Movement? 

To research this topic and the questions that it raises, a broad spectrum of material will have to be explored. The White House Tapes will be a resource to answer many questions. Conversations with civil rights leaders such as Martin Luther King, Jr, Whitney Young, and Roy Wilkins will be helpful to finding out how Johnson articulated his aims and related them to civil rights. Other conversations will reveal his political vision concerning the topic. Biographies of Wilkins, Young, and James Farmer should help to show how different kinds of civil rights leaders viewed Johnson’s actions. Allen Matusow’s The Unraveling of America also will provide some description of the War on Poverty and the Civil Rights Movement. Also, a large part of the research for this topic will involve looking at Johnson’s public papers and his involvement in the legislative process of the War on Poverty programs. Looking at speeches and official documents will show how race actually fit into the programs enacted. To find the effects that the War on Poverty actually had on race, it will be important to look at statistical information and reports released about its successes and failures. One way to gauge this will be through looking at public opinion and newspaper articles of the time, and another will be to look at critiques of the War on Poverty that have been published since then. 

