William Ergen
February 25, 2004

Kent Germany


After viewing Errol Morris’s remarkable film Fog of War and incorporating thoughts about class discussions, readings, and amount of tape material I will have available to me, I have decided to investigate the relationship LBJ had with his military advisers during the Vietnam Conflict, namely Robert McNamara.  The question is not to place blame on one individual in analyzing American military involvement in Vietnam, but rather an examination of complex web of information to answer some fundamental questions.  Was Robert McNamara’s logical way of thinking applicable to the Vietnam situation, that is to say was it appropriate to view the situation in Vietnam as a black and white issue and apply numbers to the situation?  Did this number crunching style of the bureaucrat (McNamara) fail, or did he simply never have clear cut goals when making these important decisions?  It was obvious form the documentary that there were times when Johnson and McNamara completely disagreed, so did these two men completely misunderstand one another?  How did Johnson’s world view play into the escalation of the conflict?  These questions will be kept in mind as I conduct my research of the Johnson tapes, numerous books, the documentary and other tapes.


The question of my research will be answered throughout the next month; however I will place an increased emphasis on the Johnson tapes as they will serve as the primary resources of Johnson, McNamara, and other top notch advisers such as McGeorge Bundy, etc.  Several books will be vital to conducting a thorough examination of these questions; Promise and Power, a biography of McNamara by Deborah Shaply and 3 case studies into the relationship of Johnson, McNamara, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Living and the Dead (Paul Hendrickson), Dereliction of Duty (H. R. McMaster), and Uncertain Warriors (David M. Barrett).  Finally, I will use Logevall’s detailed Choosing War as the baseline for the research as his book is mainly concerned solely with the escalation of the conflict.  


Once the research has been completed, I plan to answer a collection of the questions mentioned earlier throughout the paper.  Of course I can give no details as to the conclusion of my findings, however I can gauge it will point to the general theme that American policymakers and the Vietnamese were completely misunderstood one another as very important decisions were being made.  I feel that with the current situation in Iraq this research will prove to be fruitful as I will be able to compare these seemingly similar situations.             
