HIUS 401








Spring, 2004

Research Proposal







V. Gerrity

Topic:

I plan on writing about Lyndon Johnson’s relationship with Martin Luther King Jr. My paper will, of course, concentrate on both of their work with Civil Rights and how their relationship might have influenced both the legislation and the movement. I also hope to use this paper as a lens to explore the ways in which Johnson interacted with members of social movements and with other powerful leaders in general. Basically I hope to trace the two men’s relationship from the time when LBJ became president (with a little background information) through to the time of King’s assassination. I will focus on how the Civil Rights Act, Schwerner, Goodman and Chaney’s deaths, the Philadelphia riots, the Economic Opportunity Act, the 1964 election, the events in Selma, the Voting Rights Act, the Watts riot, the Vietnam War and other pertinent events altered and were altered by this relationship. I hope to be able to paint a thorough picture of one of the most complex and important relationships of the 1960s.

Questions:


I hope during my research to explore many of the following critical questions as well as others that I am sure will come up as I research:

-What were both men’s leadership styles?

-How did the two men feel about each other? Did these feelings change and, if so, why?

-What were their beliefs about the economy and race? How did one’s beliefs affect the other? 

-How did both men interact with others, especially with leaders of opposing groups?

-What were the pressures placed on the two men by their communities and by other communities?

-How did they react to certain events, such as the Watts Riot?

-How did Robert Kennedy affect their relationship?

-How did the Vietnam War affect their relationship?

-How did both men feel about Hoover and the FBI wiretaps?

Sources:
Speeches of LBJ and MLK

-LBJ’s: “Voting Rights: Address to Congress” and “To Fulfill these Rights: Commencement Address at Howard University.”

-and King’s: “Why I am Opposed to the War in Vietnam,” “Our God is Marching On,” “A Time to Break Silence,” and “Where do we go from Here?”

Interviews

-King’s Playboy Interview (1965)

-Oral History Interviews with: Whitney Young, Roy Wilkins, Larry O’Brien, and Nick Katzenbach 

Periodicals

-Articles and editorials from major newspapers focusing on the events during this period.

Tapes:
Conversations with MLK:

-Monday, November 25, 1963, 9:20 pm

-Thursday, November 5, 1964, 3:20 pm

-Friday, January 15, 1965, 12:06 pm

-Wednesday, July 7, 1965, 8:05 pm

-Friday, August 20, 1965, 5:10 pm

Conversations about MLK or Civil Rights in general:
-especially those with Nick Katzenbach, Lee White, Robert McNamara, Cartha DeLoach, Anthony Liuzzo, Lister Hill, Bill Moyers, Buford Ellington, Hubert Humphrey, Richard Daley, Birch Bayh, James Eastland and others.
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