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Research Proposal


For my research paper, I intend to study President Johnson’s interactions with the various women he came into contact with.  I am interested in examining his relationships with different women and studying the dynamics of those relationships.    I want to find out several different things regarding this topic.  How did women gain federal power in this era before the Women’s Rights Movement?  Did they earn it on their own merit, or was it through family and/or marital connections?  How did LBJ view women in general?  Why did he try to appoint so many women to federal positions and why did so many them decline?  Were women able to influence LBJ’s presidency, and if so, how?  Additionally, I hope to find out how different women viewed LBJ.  Did they see him as a father figure?  A “Southern gentleman?” etc.  Based on the little research I have already done, I can see there is a very flirtatious, almost sexual, dynamic to his many of conversations with women.  I would be interested in seeing how the women responded to this.  I also plan to research some of his alleged affairs and see if and how they affected his relationship with Lady Bird.


To research this topic, I plan on using a variety of sources.  I will of course use the tapes extensively.  I will listen to his conversations with different women as he attempted to appoint them to federal positions, as well as his meetings with Congresswomen such as Lenore Sullivan and others.  I will also examine the interviews he granted to female reporters such as Mary-Anne Means and Isabel Shelton.  I also intend to research the many other miscellaneous conversations that took place.  I know there are several phone conversations with Jackie Kennedy that should be very interesting to listen to.   I also plan to study Lady Bird’s diaries very closely to find out details of their relationship, as well as details of his relationship with Lynda and Luci. Additionally, I will study LBJ’s daily diary to see how often he interacted with different women and what these meetings were for.  I will also use the Oral Histories archive to see what Bess Abell and Marie Fehmer said about LBJ and I want to find out what Liz Carpenter thought about him.  These are just a few of the women I intend to study.  I know as my paper develops, I will study many more women with whom LBJ interacted.   Finally, I will research different written sources such as books written by Valenti and Goldman to see what insights they provide into LBJ’s character.

