My research paper will be an examination of the films 

about Lyndon Johnson and the Johnson administration.  I 

will be examining both documentaries including Lyndon 

Johnson and films that have actors portraying Johnson and 

the years of his administration.  The goal of my research 

is to see how realistically the films have portray 

President Johnson and how the portrayal of President 

Johnson in those films compare to his various comments 

that were recorded in the Johnson tapes.

Films have a similarity to books in the fact that they are 

not an absolute account of truth.  To watch a film is to 

view information about President Johnson that was from the 

point of view of the director making the film or 

documentary.  Just like books have the ability to refute 

each other, films have the same power.  While I would 

never tell any viewer that the films that have been made 

about President Johnson are accurate, an examination of 

the various films and other research materials must be 

used in order to have a fair understanding of how 

President Johnson has, and should be, portrayed in film.

The first aspect of my research is to look for 

contradictions in the films in their portrayal of Lyndon 

Johnson.  Even in documentaries with real footage, the 

information can be used to support one opinion about a 

person or an issue.  It is important to begin to notice 

the differences, and equally, lack of differences in the 

films in their portrayal of Lyndon Johnson to try to 

develop our own conclusions about President Johnson?s 

personality, decisions, and opinions throughout his life 

and presidency.

The second aspect of my research is to use the Johnson 

tapes to try to support or refute the opinions of the 

films.  The strength of the Johnson tapes are the fact 

that many of the tapes were made without his knowledge 

that they could be accessed easily by scholars in the 

future.  While documentaries and films can take a view on 

Lyndon Johnson from the prospective of the directors, the 

Johnson tapes can prove or refute the information through 

President Johnson?s own words.  President Johnson left us 

multiple hours of his conversations that allow us to 

examine his personality, decisions, and opinions in a way 

that allows us as historians to compare his words to every 

opinion that any scholar published in a book, newspaper, 

or film had about him.

The important questions that must be asked are these:

How do the films portray President Johnson?s role in 

Vietnam?

How do the films portray his personality?

What aspects of the films are inaccurate?

Were those inaccuracies a difference of opinion or due to 

the possibility of poor historical research?

The most important question in my research is: Which parts 

of the Johnson tapes support or refute parts of the film?
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