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Research Proposal


I plan to develop a study of Johnson’s treatment of various leaders.  To develop this paper, I plan to use a comparison study between the prominent segregationist leaders, such as George Wallace and other southern governors, and the leaders of the Civil Rights Movement.  I will be looking at how Johnson handles three different events, the protests in Selma, Alabama, the Freedom Summer murders, and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Convention.  Each event can be seen as a turning point in the movement as well as a challenge directly to Johnson’s effectiveness as president.  

Major questions that the research will be based on include:  

-Who does Johnson deal with, and for what issues does he seek advice?

-Does Johnson seek advice in any major patterns or do his phone calls come at more randomized times?

-Who has the power in each relationship?

-What do the individual leaders desire from Johnson?

-Within in different Civil Rights Organizations, does Johnson specifically communicate with some organizations over others, and why?

Method for Research

-Telephone conversations from:

 -James Farmer

 -Whitney Young

 -Roy Wilkins

 -Robert Weaver

 -George Wallace

-Biographies of Johnson, George Wallace, Roy Wilkins, James Farmer and Whitney Young

-Books that specialize in the movement from the years 1963-1965, such as Taylor Branch’s Pillar of Fire and Protest at Selma by David Garrow.

-New York Times and Washington Post coverage of specific events

-Speeches made by the various leaders about Johnson and the movement as well as speeches made by Johnson himself.
