
Randolph-Macon College was 

awarded the Robert E. Jenkins 

undergraduate scholarship.  

The tag team combination of 

Josh Harris and Shannon 

White received the Best Stu-

dent Presentation Award.  I 

challenge this yearõs member-

ship to continue to raise the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Spring has sprung and summer 

is here.  The first half of my 

reign as King Cracker has 

been a very smooth ride thus 

far.  I credit the ease to the 

great membership of the Vir-

ginia Chapter.  I have leaned 

heavily on the former King 

(Bobby No Lunch) and the 

current Executive Committee.  

Our membership has been 

working diligently on a multi-

tude of projects from under-

graduate student research, to 

graduate research projects, to 

environmental studies and 

biologistõs management pro-

jects.  Members are working 

on everything from helping 

landowners and studying local 

aquatic environments to writ-

ing delegates to influence pol-

icy that affects worldwide 

ecosystems. 

We started off the year with a 

bang in Lexington at Washing-

ton and Lee University.  The 

annual meeting, held February 

10-12, kicked off the year with 

a great continuing education 

workshop, òTopics on Fish 

Kills and Fish Health: A Work-

shop for Field Biologists.ó  

Presentations from six leaders 

in their respective fields in-

formed attendees on topics 

such as bacterial and viral 

pathogens, fish parasites, and 

necropsies.  Over one hun-

dred registered members and 

students attended the meet-

ing.  Eleven of the 23 technical 

papers were contributed by 

students. 

I would like to congratulate 

Adrienne Averett (DEQ) and 

Bill Kittrell for their election 

to the EX-COM.  I would also 

like thank Steve Owens for 

staying on as chapter treas-

urer (again) and Robert Hum-

ston for taking on the newslet-

ter.  Bill Kittrell was also 

awarded the Eugene W. Sur-

ber Professional Fisheries Bi-

ologist Award.  Robert Leaf 

(Virginia Tech) was given the 

Robert Ross graduate scholar-

ship and Shannon White of 
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The Virginia Chapter of the American Fisheries Society is a subunit of the American Fisheries Society.  

The chapter was established in 1990 to provide fisheries professionals in Virginia with increased access to AFS; 

encourage the exchange of information among fisheries and other aquatic resource professionals; provide a forum 

for the discussion, debate, and resolution of aquatic resource issues within Virginia; and serve the Commonwealth by 

providing expert scientific knowledge to allow for informed decisions concerning the use and development of the 

state's natural resources. 

The Chapter website can be found at www.faculty.virginia.edu/vcafs/ 

The Prez hoists a heifer of a Salmo 

during his formative Tennessee years.  
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bar and present your findings at the 2010 meeting. 

The EX-COM has been working on updating our current by

-laws.  As I hope you have seen, several changes were rec-

ommended to bring our by-laws in compliance with changes 

that have occurred in the Parent Society and to reflect 

changes in technology.  Many of the changes in the by-laws 

were just housekeeping in nature; however, we did recom-

mend changes that would make Chapter business easier to 

conduct through email, the list-serv and the website.  Fi-

nally, we have decided to combine the efforts of the Advo-

cacy and Environmental Affairs Committee to stream line 

our efforts and improve communications between the two 

closely-linked committees. 

Speaking of the Advocacy/Environmental Affairs Commit-

tee, the committee members have contacted several politi-

cians on various matters of importance to the Chapter.  

We have commented on the Appalachian Restoration Act 

in support of the bill that would re-define fill materials and 

eliminate valley fills.  We have also sent letters of support 

for the American Clean Energy and Security Act which 

would help safeguard natural resources for people and wild-

life.  If there are any issues that the Chapter can speak 

oné..please let us know! 

I encourage all of our members to start thinking of possible 

candidates for each of the Chapterõs Awards, including the 

$500 undergraduate and graduate scholarships!  That buys a 

lot of éé..errrrré.Pepsi! [Editors note: The Virginia Chapter 

AFS does not endorse any particular cola brand over others.]  

The continuing education committee is now taking sugges-

tions on possible workshop possibilities.  If you have some-

thing on your mind that we could facilitate for the member-

(Continued from page 1) ship, pass it along to me and weõll see what we can do.    

Also, be thinking of a Natural Resource Conservation-

ist/Citizen Conservation Award nominee.  There are 

many good folks out there right now working on im-

portant projects benefiting fisheries around the state.  

We would like to recognize those individuals with a 

little token of our appreciation and hear some of the 

things they are doing. 

The nominating committee is looking for a few good 

me and women to serve on your next executive com-

mittee, if you are interested or know someone who 

would be good at herding cats, pass their name 

alongéé.it really isnõt that bad.  Donõt forget, the 

annual AFS meeting is being held August 30 through 

September 3 in Nashville, TN.  Get your registration in 

now.  Finally, fundraising is always an issue for the 

Chapter and every little bit helps.  Please contact busi-

nesses that have an interest in fisheries for help funding 

our annual meeting.  Even if they canõt give money to 

help support us, donated items for the raffle will work 

as well. 

Thanks, 

King Cracker 

Questions or ideas about service on committees, soda selec-

tion at the chapter meetings, or continuing education 

courses can be directed to: 

 

Eric.Brittle@dgif.virginia.gov 
President of the Virginia Chapter 

of the American Fisheries Society 

The debut rant from President Brittleé (continued) 

 

This newsletter features artwork by member Mike Pinder (DGIF) that appears in the new Ichthyology Chapter for the VA 

Master Naturalist training program.  This text was co-authored by several chapter members and is available on the VA-AFS 

website for download.  The artwork is incredible and the chapter is a fantastic summary.  See page 6 of this newsletter for 

more details 

mailto:Eric.Brittle@dgif.virginia.gov


On February 10 ð 12, 2009, the Virginia Chapterõs nineteenth annual meeting was held at the Stackhouse 

Theater, in the Elrod Student Commons, on the Washington and Lee campus. A workshop, Topics on Fish Kills 

and Fish Health: A Workshop for Field Biologists, was held on Tuesday the 10th. A total of 98 registered for the 

workshop and meeting, of these 25 were students.  Comp registrations were offered to an additional 20 stu-

dents from W&L and one from VMI, and an additional 9 faculty and staff members of W&L. Bringing total at-

tendance to 128. Workshop participants heard presentations by Rocco Cipriano (Bacterial Pathogens), Vicki 

Blazer (Inter-Sex), Don Orth (Necropsy), Debora Iwanowicz (Parasites of Fish), John Coll (Viral pathogens), 

and Alex Barron (Consumption Advisories). Beyond the workshopõs six invited presentations by experts in 

the field, students contributed 11 of the additional 23 technical presentations during the contributed presenta-

tion sessions, as well as a majority of the 5 posters presented at the Wednesday social. 

 
The annual business meeting was held on Wednesday, the 11th, with Steve Mcmullin, Past President of SD AFS, 

providing opening remarks. At the business meeting, new officers were installed.  Eric Brittle (VDGIF) was 

installed as President, Adrienne Averett (VDEQ), was installed as President-Elect, Steve Owens (VDGIF) was 

installed for a second consecutive term as Treasurer, and Bill Kittrell (VDGIF) was installed as Secretary. Bob 

Greenlee (VDGIF) will now serve as Past President.  Robert Humston (W&L) agreed to continue as Newslet-

ter Editor. 

 
Scholarships and awards were also distributed at the business meeting.  Bill, Kittrell (VDGIF), was given the 

Eugene W. Surber Professional Fisheries Biologist award.  Robert Leaf of Virginia Tech was awarded the 

Robert Ross graduate scholarship, and Shannon White of Randolph-Macon College was awarded the Robert 

E. Jenkins undergraduate scholarship. Bost scholarships were awarded 

at the full $500 level. Shannon White, with co-presenter Josh Harris, 

also received the best student presentation award ($100).  The Natu-

ral Resource Conservationist award was not given this year. 

 
Socials were held both evenings at the Hampton Inn Col Alto, in Lex-

ington, with a raffle (emceed by Tom Wilcox) held during the 

Wednesday evening event. Thanks to Tomõs unique talents, the raffle 

was extremely successful, offering high entertainment value for all in-

volved. 

Submitted by, 

 

Robert S. Greenlee 

Past President, Virginia Chapter, AFS 

Virginia Chapter American Fisheries Society  

19th Annual Meeting  

Washington & Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  

February 10 ð 12, 2009 

 

Meeting Summary 
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